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Great Danes are predisposed to a number of
health problems. An ethical private breeder
will screen his breeding stock for specific
diseases and make clearance certificates
available to prospective puppy parents.
The GDCA Code of Ethics addresses the
specific problems that we feel should be
considered in evaluating breeding stock.

The primary purpose of dog shows is to
evaluate potential breeding stock. Along
with this evaluation goes many years of
education in order to make qualified
decisions about breeding. For these reasons
the ethical private breeder will usually
regquite  that any  puppy going 10 a
companion home be neufered; this is the
only way we have of protecting the future
of our breed,

We recommend that vou have your puppy
spaved or neutered before puberty. Many
behavior problems are hormone related. By
making the responsible decision to spay or
neuter, you will make vour pet much easisr
to train and protect it Fom mammary or
prostate cancer.  You will also not produce
unplarmed puppies and set a very good
example for your neighbors and friends.

If vou are interested in becoming involved
in our sport and educated in our breed, vour
breeder should have all of the information
vou could want and be willing to guide vou.
The GDCA Web Page also contains a great
deal of information that can help. Most of
us started with a companion dog that was
not of breeding quality. We neutered our
pet and got involved in obedience, agility,
therapy work, etc.  Our first pet was our

introduction to the breed; while training and
enjoying our first Dane, we studied and
learned in preparation for acquiring our
next puppy, which we decided to show, It
is a progess that 1s well worth the effort.

The Great Dane Club of America Web
Page =www.gdca.org> contains a great deal
of' useful information. We also recommend
the following books:

The Great Dang:  Dogdom’s Apoila by
MNancy Caroll Draper (ne longer in print--
check the library)

Mother Knows Best: The Nowral Way 1o
Train Yowr Dog and Swrvivipng Your Dog's
Adolescence by Carol Lea Benjamin
{Howell)

Super Puppy: How To Rafse the Best Dog
You'll Ever Have (Super Puppy Press)

The New Complete Great Dane by noted
authorities (Howell)



